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Shal. If it be confefled,it is not redrcfTcd ; is not that 
fo {M.Page ? ) he hath wrong'd me, indeed he hath, at a 
word he hath : belecuc me, T^bert Shallow Efquirc,faith 
he is wronged. 

Ma.Pa. Here comes Sir John. 

FaL Now,Maftcr Shallow, you'll complaine of me to 
the King? 

Sbal. Knight, you haue beaten my men, kill'd my 
decre, and broke open my Lodge. 

Fal. But not kifs'd your Keepers daughter ? 

Sbal. Tut, a pin: this fhall beanfwer'd. 

FaL I will anfwere it ftrait, I haue done all this : 
That is now anfwcr'd. 

Sbal. The Councell fhall know this. 

FaL 'Twere better for you if it were known in coun- 
cell : you'll be laugh'd at. 

Eh. Paucavcrba ; (Sir lohn) good worts. 

FaL Good worts ? good Cabidge ; Slender, I broke 
your head : what matter haue you againft me.* 5 

Slen. Marry fir, I haue matter in my head againft you, 
and againft your cony-catching Raft alls, "Bardolf^Njm, 
and Piftoll 

Bar. You Banbery Chcefc. 

Slcn. I, it is no matter. 

Pift. How now, Afepboftopbiltu ? 

Slen. I, it is no matter. 

Nym ♦ Slice,I fay ; pauca^mca: Slice,thai's my humor. 

Slen. Where's Simple my man ? can you tell, Cofen ? 

Etta. Peace, I pray you ; now let vs vnderftand: there 
rs three Vmpires in this matter, as I vnderftand ; that is , 
Matter Page (fidelicet Maftcr Page, ) & there is my felfe, 
(fidelicet my felfe) and the three party is ( laftly , and fi- 
nally) mine Hoft of the Gater. 

Afa.Pa. We three to hear it,& end it between them. 

Enan. Ferry goo't , I will make a pricfe of it in my 
notc-bookc,and we wil afterwards orkc vpon the caufe, 
with as great difcrectly as we can. 

FaL PiftoH. 

Pitt. He hearcs with cares. 

Euan. The Teuill and his Tarn : what phrafe is this ? 
he hcares with care ? wby,it is affc&ations. 

FaL Piftoll, did you picke M. Slenders pur fc ? 

Slcn. I, by thefe gloues did hee, or I would I might 
neucr come in mine owne great chamber againe elfc , of 
feaucn groates in mill-fixpences , and two Edward Sho- 
uelboords , .that coft me two (hilling and two pence a 
peece of TeadMdkr : by thefe gloues. 

FaL Is this true, P$ftoll> 

£ttt».No,it is falfe, if it is a picke-purfe. 

Pifi. Ha,thoumountainc Forreyner : SirM», and 
Matter mine, I combat challenge of this Latinc Bilboe : 
word of dcniall in thy Ubras here; word of denial; froth, 
and fcum thou lieft. 

Slen. By thefe gloues, then 'twas he. 

Njm. Beauis'dfir, and pafle good humours I will 
fay marry trap with you, if yourunne the nut-hooks hu- 
mor on me, that is the very note of it. 

Slcn. By this hat, then he in the red face had it : for 
though I cannot remember what I did when you made 
me drunke,yet I am not altogether an affe, 
FaL What fay you Scarlet, and lohn ? 
Bar. Why fir, (for my part) I fay the Gentleman had 
drunke himfelfe out of his fiuc fentenccs. 
Eh. It is his fiue fences : fic,what the ignorance it. 
B*r. And being fap,fir,was(as they fay) cafheerd :and 
fo condufions paft the Car-eircs, 


Slen. I, youlpakc inLattenthento:but 5 tisnoii)t t% 
ter ; He nerc be drunk whilft I Hue againe,but in honcft 
ciuill, godly company for this tricke : if I be drunke, \\ K 
' be drunke with thofc that haue the feare of God,and not 
with drunken knaucs. 

Euan. So got-udgc mc, that is a vcrtuons nrindc* 
Fal. You hcare all thefe matters deni'd, Gentlemen j 
youhearcit. 

M\Page. Nay daughter, carry the wine in, wccll 
drinkc within. 

Slcn. Oh heauen : This is Miftrcfle Ame Page. 

M x J>agc. How now Miftris Ford ? 

FaL Miftris Ford ,by my troth you are very wel met : 
by your leaue good Miftris. 

7& .Page. Wife,bid thefe gentlemen welcome: come 
we haue a hot Vcnifon pafty to dinner ; Come gentle! 
men , I hope we fhall drinke downe all vnkindnefle. 

Slen. I had rather then forty (hillings I had my booke 
ofSongs and Sonnets heere : How now Simple , where 
haue you bcene ? Imuft wait on my felfe, muftl>y 0u 
haue not the booke of Riddles about you, haue you { 

Sim. Booke of Riddles ? why did you not lend it to 
Mice Short-cake vpon Alhallowmaslaft , a fortnight a- 
fore Michaelmas. 

Sbal. Come Coz,come Coz,we ltay for you: a word 
with you Coz: marry this, Coz : there is as 'twere a ten- 
der^ kindc of tender, made a farre-offby Sir Hugh here: 
doe you vnderftand me ? 

Slen. ISir,youfha!lfinde mereafonable; if it be fo, 
I fhall doe that that is reafon. 

Sbal. Nay,but vnderftand mc # 

Slen. So I doe Sir. 

Euan. Giuc eare to his motions ; (M r . Slender) I will 
defcription the matter to you, if you be capacity of it, 

Slen. Nay, I will doe as my Cozen Shallow faies : I 
pray you pardon me, he's a Iufticc of Peace in his Coun- 
trie, firnplc though I ftand here. 

Euan. But that is not the qucftion : thequeftionis 
concerning your marriage. 

Shal. I, there's the point Sir. 

Eh. Marry is it : the very point of it, to Mi. An Pagt, 

Slen. Why if it be fo jl will marry her vpon any rea- 
fonable d? mands. 

En. B*:t can you affe&ion the *o-man,let vs command 
to know that: of your mouth, or of your lips : for diuers 
Philcfophers held, that the lips is parccll of the mouth: 
therforcpiecifcly,cayou carry your good wil to ^ maid? 

Sb. Co /en Abraham Slender ,can you louc her i 

Slen. I hope fir, I will do as it fhall become one that 
would doe reafon. 

£h. Nay,got's Lords,and his Ladies,you muft fpcake 
pofTitable 5 if you can carry-hcr your defines towards her, 

Sbal. That you muft : 
Will you, (vpon good dowry) marry her? 

Slcn. I will doc a greater thing then that, vpon your 
requeft (Cofen) in any reafon. 

Shal. Nay conceiue me, concciue mce, ( fwcet Coz): 
what I doe is to pleafureyou (Coz:) can you louc the 
maid? 

Slcn. I will marry her ( Sir ) at your requeft ; but if 
there bee no great loue in the beginning , yet Heauen 
may decreafe it vpon better acquaintance, when wee 
are married, and haue more occafion to know one ano* 
thcr : I hope vpon familiarity will grow more content: 
but if you fay mary-hcr, I will mary-hcr, that I am freely 
diflblued, and diflblutely. 

E*e It 
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^Tlt is a fery difcetion-anfwerc ; faue the fall is in 
the'ord,di{rolutcly:theort is (according te our mea. 
nine) refolutcly : his meaning is good. 

Sh. IrlthinkemyCofenmeantwelU 

SI. I, or elfe I would 1 might be hang d (la ) 

Sh. Hcrc t comes fairc Miftris Annc % would.I were 
vone for your fake, Miftris Anne. 

An. The dinner is on the Table, my Father defircs 
yout worftups company. ' ; ' . 

Sb. I will wait on him,(faire Miftris Anne.) 

En. Od's plcfled-wil:I wil not be abfece at thegrace. 

An. Wil't plcafe your worfliip to come in,Sir ? 

SL No,I thank you forfooth,hartely;I am very well. 
An. The dinner attends you,Sir. 

SL Iamnota-hungry,lthankeyou,forfooth: goe^ 
Sirha,for all you are my man, goe wait vpon my Cofen 
Shallow: a Iufticc of peace fomctime maybe beholding 
to hisfricnd,foraMan; I kcepe but three Men, and a 
Boy yet, till my Mother be dead : but what though, yet 
I Hue like a poore Gent leman borne. 

An. I may got goe in without your worfhip : they 
will pot fit till you come. 

SL rfaith,ilc catc nothing : I thankc you as much as 
though I did. 
An. IprayyouSirwalkein. 

SL I had rather walkehere (I thankeyou) I bruiz'd 
my (hinth'other day, with playing at Sword and Dag- 
ger with a Maftcr of Fence (three veneys for a difti of 
ftew'd Pruncs)and by my troth,I cannot abide the fmcll 
ofhotmeate fince. Why doe your dogs barkefo? be 
there Bearcs ith' Towne ? 

An. I thinke there are,Sir, I heard them talk'd of # 

SL I louc the fport well, but I fhall as foone quarrell 
at it, as any man in SagUnd : you are afraid if you fee the 
Beareloofc,are you not ? 

An. IindcedcSir. 

SL That's meate and drinke to me now: I haue fcene 
Sachfrfen loofe,twenty times,and haue taken him by the 
Chaine : but (I warrant you) the women haue fo cride 
and fluekt at it,that it paft : But women indecde,cannot 
abide^m , they.are very ill-fauourM rough things. 
Af4./ > 4.Comc,gentlcM.5/fw^r,comc; we ftay for you. 

SL He eatc nothing, I thanke you Sir. 

Ma.Pa. By cocke and pic, you fhall not choofc,Sir : 
come,come. 

SL Nay,pray you lead the way. 

Ma.Pa* Come on, Sir. 

SL Miftris Annex your felfe fhall goe firft. 

An. Not I Sir, pray you kcepe on. 

SL Trucly I will not goe firft : truely-la : I* will not 
doc you that wrong. 

An. I pray you Sir. 

SL He rather be vnmannerly,then troublefome : you 
doe your felfe wrong indcede-la. Exeunt. 


Scena Secunda. 


Jul 


Enter Euans, and Simple. 

En. Go your waies, and aske of Do^or C*i«i bdufe, 
which is the way ; and there d wels one Miftris Qtidty ; 
which is in the manner of his Nurfe;or his dry-Nurfcjor 
his Cooke; or his Laundty • his Waftier,and his Ringer. 

Si. WcllSir. • 


Eu. Nay,it is petter yet : giue her this letter 5 for it is 
a'oman that altogeathers acquaintacc with Miftris Anne 
Page ; and the Letter is to defire, and require her to foli- 
cite your Matters defires, to Miftris Ame Page : I pray 
you be gon : I will make an end of my dinner jther's Pip- 
pins and Cheefe to come. Exeunt. 


Scena Tenia. 


EnterFalftaffe,Hoft t Bwdalfe y Njm,PiJioll,Pagc. 
FaL Mine Hoft of ^the Garter? 
Ho. What faies my Bully Rookc ? fpeake fchollerly, 
and wifely. 

Fal. Truely mine Hoft ; I muft turne away fome of my 
followers. 

Ho. Difcard,(bully Ww«/^/)caflieere;let them wag 5 
trot,trot. 

Fal. I fit at ten pounds a weeke. 

Ho. Thou'rt an Emperor (Cefar, Kcifer and Phcaz^ar) 
I will entertainc Bardolfc : he fhall draw;he ftiall rapjfaid 
1 well (bully HcElort) 

Fa. Doe fo (good mine Hoft. 

Ho. I haue fpokc:let him follow:lct me fee thee froth, 
and liuc ; I am at a word follow. 

FaL Bardolfc,(ol\owh'\m: a Tapfter if a good trade; 
an old Cloake,makes a new Icrkin ; a withered Seruing- 
man,afre(li Tapfter : goe,adew. 

'Sa. It is a life that I haue defir'd : I will thriue. 

Pift. O bafc hungarian wight;wilt j the fpigot wield. 

Ni.Hc was gotten in drinkns not the humor c6ceited? 

FaL I an? glad I am fo acquit of this Tinderbox : his 
Thefts were too open : his filching was like an vnskilfull 
Singer, he kept not time. 

Ni. The good humor is to fteale at a minutes reft. 

Pift. Conuay : the wife it call : Stcaic? foh : a fico for 
the phrafe. 

Fal. Well firs, I am almoft out at heelei. 

Tift. Why then let Kibes enfue. 

Fal. There is no reraedy.-I muft conicatch,! muft (hifu 

Pift. YongRaucns muft haue foode. 

Fal. Which of you know Ford of this Towne ? 

Pift. I ken the wight : he is of fubftance good. 

FaL My honeft Lads, I will tell you what I am about. 

Pift. Two yards, and more. 

Fal. No quips now Piftoll: (Indccde I am in the waftc 
two yards about: but I am now about no watte; I am a* 
bout thrift) briefcly : I doe meane to make louc to Fords 
wife : I fpie entertainment in her : fhee difcourfes : ftice 
carucs : {he giucs the leere of inuitation ; I can conftrue 
the a&ion of her familicr ftile,& the hardeft voice of her 
bchauior^obecnglifh'd rightly)is,/ ' amSirlohnFalftafs. 

Pift. He hath ftudied her will;and tranflated her will : 
out of honelty,into Englifli. 

Ni. The Anchor is dcepe : will that humor pafle ? 

Fal. No w.the report goes, fhe has all the rule of her 
husbands Purfe : he hath a legend of Angels. 

Pift. As many diuels entertainc: and to her Boy fay I. 

TVV.The humor rifcs:it is good:humor me the angels. 

Fal. I haue writ me here a letter to her : Sc here ano- 
ther to Pages wife, whoeuennow gaue mce good eyes 
toojexamind my parts with raoft iudicious illiadsrfomc- 
times the beamc of her view, guildcdmy footc ; fomc- 
timcs my portly belly. 

P 3 Pift. 
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